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These guidelines should be read in conjunction with ‘The pathway for supporting school-aged children with


co-ordination difficulties in Northamptonshire’. They were developed collaboratively by the Additional Needs Specialist Teacher Team, Community Paediatricians, the Educational Psychology Service, the Occupational Therapy Service and the Physiotherapy Service.





Concern is expressed by parents/carers, teachers or health professionals regarding presenting difficulties in:


(  Fine motor skills eg pencil control and    


     handwriting


(  Gross motor skills e.g. balance


(  Perceptual problems e.g. difficulty in organising 


     visual information


(  Perceived clumsiness due to difficulty with motor 


     planning and sequencing functions





Involvement of other relevant agencies, e.g.


(  Educational Psychology Service


(  BACIN 





Referral to Community Paediatrician for:


(  Physical examination


(  Referral to Occupational Therapy or Physiotherapy if appropriate





Referral to Occupational Therapy and/or Physiotherapy for:


(  Assessment


(  Possible clinical intervention





Referrals to Occupational Therapy or Physiotherapy are not appropriate in the case of:


(  Handwriting difficulties alone


(  Behavioural problems


(  Fine and gross motor skills in line with other areas of educational performance (i.e. general learning difficulties)





Referrals to Occupational Therapy or Physiotherapy may be appropriate in the case of:


(  Performance in functional skills/daily activities requiring motor co-ordination being substantially below that expected given chronological age and   


     general learning ability


(  Level of motor skills significantly interfering with academic achievement





If there is a significant concern that there is an underlying neurological condition you may still refer to the Community Paediatrician at any stage.














    SCHOOL ACTION








(  Request for consultation to the CYPS Physical Difficulties team


(  ABC checklist to be completed and returned to Physical Difficulties Specialist Teacher


(  Action agreed in consultation with CYPS


(  School updates IEP and implements programme of support if appropriate


(  Continued liaison with parents and monitoring of input





If concerns continue, the school should consult with the Specialist Teacher to decide what action is needed. The following options could be considered:





QUALITY FIRST TEACHING





SCHOOL ACTION PLUS





GUIDELINES FOR SUPPORTING SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN WITH CO-ORDINATION DIFFICULTIES IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE





(  Liaise with parents


(  Write and implement IEP


(  Monitor progress over time
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